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THE PARTICULAR CHARISMA
St. Paul reveals (1Cor 13.1-31) that every member of the body of Christ is given a particular charisma for the usefulness of all. We can say that the charisma is a special activity of the Holy Spirit in every single member.
We know that the Holy Spirit bestows every charisma necessary for the life of the whole body of Christ. Beyond those listed by Paul who are only by way of example, the history of the Church registers an infinity of them.
Reading of the heart. The word that converts. Science of the things of God. Vision in spirit. Ecstasy and vision of heavenly things. An inspired word. Infallible advice. Familiarity with the supernatural, divine, angelic world.
In order for the charism to work, one must always be in the state of grace, growing from virtue to virtue. It is also necessary to subject it to the discernment of the Church, if it is an extraordinary charisma.
If then together with the charisma or charismas a person is given a mission, charisma and mission must be one. The charisma must be lived entirely for the benefit of the mission received and accepted.
The charisma is extraordinary when the activity of the Holy Spirit in the person is strongly elevated, that is to say goes out of the ordinariness in order to raise the body of the Church in the most perfect and current will of God today.
Since the charisma is the activity of the Holy Spirit in the individual person, only the individual person might extinguish it, if he separates from the body of Christ and from obedience to the Gospel, otherwise no one might stop it.
Everyone is obliged to know what is or what the charismas are which he has been enriched with by the Holy Spirit. He must also have to know the charismas of his brothers, from which he will always have to draw food for his charisma.
This is the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. He made us all in need of the charisma of others to give life to our charisma. Others need us, we need others. This is true communion.
When the other's charisma is not recognized, it is despised, one wants to destroy it, it is a bad sign. It is a sign that our charisma is dead. We do not feed it with the Holy Spirit that comes from the other.
This happens when pride begins to arise in the human heart. Pride is a sickle that cuts off each grass from the root as it starts to sprout. A rich field is made a desert because of pride.
Another cause of death of the charisma is jealousy. Jealousy is an incurable wound. When it gets possession of a heart, there is no life for any charisma. Every charisma is denigrated, vilified and despised.
Every other vice inflicts mortal wounds on the charisma. The enemy of every charisma is idleness. With it even the most beautiful gifts of the Holy Spirit remain without development. Vice prevents the charismas from being lush.

LIFE ACCORDING TO THE PARTICULAR MISSION
The Holy Spirit, that guides and leads the body of Christ, knows what charismas and which missions are necessary today to the Church for her life. For every disciple of Jesus he provides so that he is a live branch and produces much fruit.
Every branch of the body of Christ is called to give life to the whole branch, living in full obedience to the Holy Spirit, according to the charisma and personal mission entrusted to him. What is the life of the branch then?
Being the instrument of the Holy Spirit, so that it is He, only Him, the life of the charisma and personal missions. Everything must come from the Holy Spirit. Nothing from the heart or from the will or the wisdom of man.
But how do we become true, effective, current and updated instruments of the Holy Spirit? First of all, growing in the grace of Christ the Lord and in wisdom. This happens with our obedience to the Word of Jesus.
The more we live the Gospel, the more the Word is transformed into our flesh and the more we are suitable instruments of the Holy Spirit. If one detaches oneself from the Word, he does not live it, at once he is not a true, current and updated instrument of the Spirit.
How do we know that we are living the Word? From the vices we eradicate from our body - pride, avarice, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, sloth - and from the virtues with which we are clothed every day. Without virtue there is no life.
The virtues to wear are the three theological virtues - faith, hope, love - and the four cardinal virtues - prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance. If these virtues are not in us, we are not true instruments of the Spirit.
Today we speak of fidelity to the charisma of the origins, or to the charisma of the founders of a Religious Order, of a Religious Congregation, of an Institute of Consecrated Life, of a Movement, an Association and an Ecclesial Group.
In truth, being the charisma personal and also the mission personal, fidelity must always be to the Holy Spirit that today is the vitality of both the charism and the mission. Fidelity is always to the Spirit of God.
If you walk in Christ, clothed with Him, you are always faithful to the Holy Spirit. If we place ourselves outside of Christ, because we are outside the Word, out of his grace, there is no fidelity to either the old or the new.
Then, the problem is not whether to walk in fidelity to the original charisma or to make the necessary updates to it. Lord of the charismas and missions is not the man that receives or that lives them.
The Holy Spirit is the lord of every charisma and every vocation. The Holy Spirit knows what is necessary today for the body of Christ and the world and today he gives new vitality, new vigour and new energy to the charisma and to the mission.
But Satan is always lurking. When he sees that a charisma, a vocation, operate according to the Spirit of the Lord, he immediately intervenes and with his subtle and persuasive temptation, puts his thoughts in the hearts.
What are the thoughts of Satan? They are not those of separating the charisma and vocation from the charisma and the vocation of the Founder. This does not interest him. He wants to separate charisma and vocation from the Holy Spirit.
Satan wants that charism and vocation each one lives them from his heart and not from the will of the Spirit. Charisma and vocation updated from our heart or updated from the will of the Spirit are not the same thing.
The real problem of updating and fidelity to the Founder's charisma lies precisely in this: whether it is the Spirit or the man that updates. Who is not in the Word will always update from his heart.
When it is the man that updates and not the Holy Spirit, the Spirit is no longer the vitality of the charisma and of the vocation. From the charisma and the supernatural vocation one passes into the natural and into the flesh. It is failure, emptiness.
When we are without the Holy Spirit, we do not even see the failure of our updates and we are stubborn in them, attributing responsibility to others that move away, while in reality it is the Spirit that does not attract anymore.
The problem of our failures is never the other. The real failure is our death to the charisma and to the mission given by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the perennial vitality of the charisma and of the mission.
The Holy Spirit lives in us with all the power of divine efficacy if we live in him with all the strength of our obedience to the Word, in Christ, with Christ and through Christ. Without him is eternal emptiness, nothingness.
These things cannot even be understood if one is not vitally linked to the Spirit. We see history, but we do not know how to read our failure in it. We persevere in our spiritual death.
It is this moment that the Holy Spirit intervenes not through us, that we are incapable, but through his prophets. He bursts, unveils the causes of our failure and invites us to conversion and to return to him.
Whoever is of good will, confesses his sins, repents, gets converted, returns to the Word, lives of Christ, with Christ and through Christ, leaves to the Holy Spirit the task of returning to be the vitality of his charisma and mission.
Who is not of good will, persists and perseveres in his failure, producing only death around him, convinced that everything depends on others and not on him. Ignoring the fact that the Spirit no longer attracts to him.
Not knowing that if someone is still attracted, he is attracted due to human and not divine reasons. Sometimes a serious examination of conscience should be done. But are we able without and out of the Holy Spirit, to examine ourselves?
PARTICULAR SPIRITUALITY AND CONVERSION TO THE GOSPEL
It is always urgent to distinguish the ways, the end to be reached and the means placed at our disposal. A farmer goes to the countryside with his hoe to give life to the earth. It is to no avail going to the countryside without hoe.
Even if he has the will to give life to the earth, he lacks the right instrument. The Christian goes to the world with his hoe to give life to the world. If he goes without the hoe, never might give life. He wastes time.
What is the "hoe" of the Christian? The "Hoe" of the Christian is the Holy Spirit. We should rather say that the "hoe" of the Holy Spirit is the Christian. The Holy Spirit wants to turn the world around. He needs the hoe.
The Christian can be an evangelical hoe or worldly hoe. If he is a worldly hoe, the Holy Spirit might do nothing with him. Instead, if he is an evangelical hoe, with it the Spirit of the Lord can convert and sanctify.
How do we become an evangelical hoe? We need to be converted to the Word of Jesus according to the truth of the Holy Spirit placed in it. Conversion is not adhesion for one day. It is always living in the Word.
We live in the Word, the Holy Spirit makes us his "evangelical hoe" and with it he can give life to the world. As the peasant decides which land to turn, so too the Spirit is the one that decides where to operate salvation.
What then is a particular spirituality? It is a special mode of intervention of the Spirit in history. Adhering to a particularity of intervention of the Spirit as worldly hoes is of no use.
For this reason we are invited to let ourselves be transformed by the Spirit into evangelical hoes with our conversion and dwelling in the Word. In the Word we remain evangelical "hoes" and He might serve himself of us.
If we leave the Word we lose our essence of "evangelical hoes" and He might no longer use us. We can do everything, but as worldly hoes. We do not produce any salvation.
Here is then, that every day everyone must ask himself: "Am I an evangelical or a profane hoe?". "Do I act from my will or I am a true instrument of the Holy Spirit". "Can the Spirit count on me?"
Unfortunately, many times we are worldly hoes in the hands of ourselves with the presumption in the heart of being evangelical hoes in the hands of the Holy Spirit. God does not see us as evangelical hoes and does not attract people.
If the Spirit does not attract men labour in vain. If the Lord does not watch over the city in vain do his sentries watch. If the Lord does not build the city, his builders labour in vain. An eternal Truth.
Here is the vocation of man: letting himself be transformed every day by the Holy Spirit from a world hoe into an evangelical hoe. Here is the mission of the Christian: letting himself be used by the Holy Spirit according to his will.
WORDS NOT OF LIGHT
The disciple of Jesus is obliged by his nature as son of the light to be light of word, truth, justice and sanctity. As a true child of light, he must always produce fruits of light. Nature of light works of light.
When the disciple of Jesus says words not of light, because they are words of sin, darkness, falsehood and falsity, he certifies that his nature has changed. From a nature of light in Christ he returned to being a nature of darkness.
If he is a nature of darkness, he will see the history of the children of light from darkness and will always read it, judge it, condemn it, repudiate it and even crucify it from darkness. All this attests that he is a nature of darkness.
The nature of darkness will always inveigh against the nature of light. If this is true, it is however equally true that no one must ever offer the occasion to the nature of darkness to speak ill of the children of light.
If the children of light lend their side to darkness, because they behave like children of darkness and not of light, the words of non light uttered by the children of darkness, are neither slander nor lie. They are our life.
Whoever walks in groups, that is who adheres to a spirituality lived by others and with them forms one body, is responsible for the truth, light, justice and holiness of the whole body.
His not being true light in the Lord, his every disobedience to the Holy Spirit, every transgression of the Law of Christ, discredits not only his person, but the whole body of which he is an essential part.
Who embraced a body in which one lives a particular spirituality - Movement, Association and Ecclesial Group - must always be perfect light. He is obliged by his choice. He owes only full light to it.
For this reason it is necessary to make every effort to transform every work not of light into the work of light and every fruit not of the Holy Spirit into fruit of the Spirit of the Lord. This is a commitment that lasts for a lifetime.
If this does not happen, the whole body to which he belongs, is exposed to the word not of light of others. The others will always have to talk badly by lie and falsity, never because our works are bad.
HOW TO SERVE JESUS
Each of us can serve Jesus from his heart, his will, his desires and his thoughts. He thinks that something is good and he does it. He believes that something is right and he does it.
Jesus is served, but in our own way. We are the ones to decide, establish, want, achieve and operate. Of course, what we do are not bad things. Nor are they against the Word of the Lord, against the Gospel.
Instead, Jesus wants us to serve Him not from our will, but from his. He wants us to make of our life a perennial obedience to his will of salvation and redemption for the whole world.
For this to be done, for our service to be a service to his will, to his desires, our dwelling in his Word is necessary because the Holy Spirit can only lead us from the Word.
We live the Gospel in its every word. We ask the Spirit to lead us according to the heart of Christ today and for all our days. Uninterrupted prayer to the Holy Spirit must be essence of us.
Every day the temptation comes so that we serve Christ from our heart, from our will and from our aspirations. Every day we must ask the Holy Spirit for the strength to overcome temptation.
Whoever wants to be an operator of salvation and redemption he must accomplish even his smallest acts of justice and charity in obedience to the Spirit of the Lord, the only one that knows the will of Christ Jesus.
The Spirit of God leads us and moves us, we let ourselves be led and moved by Him, we can serve Jesus from his will. The work that produces redemption and salvation is only the service of obedience to him.
Many are those who want to serve Jesus from their hearts and thoughts. Since thoughts and hearts are often moved by a spirit of jealousy, envy, pride, foolishness and insipidity, the work of Jesus is thus destroyed.
We cannot work for Jesus, we cannot cooperate in the work of his salvation and redemption, if not by serving Jesus from his will, in obedience to all his commands. If we are from Him, we are for Him.
Every disciple of Jesus must have only this desire in the heart: being always from him to be for him. Never might we be for him if we are not from him. We are from him, if we are also in him. From him, in him and for him.
This is the true program of Christian spirituality. Everything else is either a means of reaching the conquest of this spirituality or it is a fruit of it. True spirituality is to serve Christ from Christ, in Christ and through Christ.
Since the will of Christ is very particular for every single person, every single person has a very special service to be given to Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit must always teach us this service.
HOW TO TESTIFY JESUS
Jesus must be testified as the only Lord of our life. How can we render to Him this testimony of essence and substance, of our true dependence from Him? The way that Jesus reveals to us is simple.
Jesus asks his disciples to be a mirror for others. The mirror is the tool that reflects the image that lies before it. We must be the mirror of Christ Jesus. Whoever sees us must see Him, Jesus.
If he who sees us, does not see Jesus, it is a sign that we are a broken and wrecked mirror. Or we have become an opaque mirror. A shadow of Christ is seen, but not Christ. Pieces of Christ are seen, but not Christ.
But through us we must see all of Christ in his greater truth and holiness. For this it is necessary that we adorn ourselves with every virtue. Today Jesus asks for sobriety and correctness. Two essential virtues.
With sobriety we are stripped of everything that is useless to our body, our soul and our spirit. With correctness we get undressed of all vain and useless words and of every action that does not reflect the truth of Jesus.
Sobriety and correctness are essential virtues for those who want to be in the Gospel. From vice never might one belong to the Gospel and not even those who are morally incorrect, in wisdom, in justice and in holiness.
The Gospel reveals what things are necessary for us to always reflect Jesus the Lord in our lives. Sin and vice reflect Satan. Obedience and virtue as our true habit, I reflect Christ the Lord.
WHAT DOES JESUS ASK 
Jesus asks three essential things that must always be done, we must never forget to do them. He asks to be loved. One loves by doing his will, obeying his Word. Everything starts and everything ends in love.
He asks that the Father's house be filled. How is the Father's house filled? Aggregating to the body of Christ, making people grow as the true body of Christ, bringing everyone into the house of the Father, which is the Church of Jesus.
He asks that all falsehood be abandoned and his truth made to reign in the hearts of all. The truth is that contained in his Word. The Word has not been entrusted to our science, but to the Wisdom of the Holy Spirit.
If we listen to this desire of Christ Jesus and transform it into our life, then we will be true operators in him and with him of true salvation and redemption. It is the mission that has been entrusted to us. It is urgent to live it.

SUFFERING AND PRAYER
Life often flows on a path of suffering, on a cross of pain not only physical but also spiritual. Suffering is offered to God, in Christ, in an uninterrupted prayer. But his grace is always necessary.
With his grace, all suffering is offered. Without his grace, all suffering becomes an anticipated hell. It is a hell that one wants to extinguish with suicide also assisted, the door of eternal hell.
The Christian knows that he must walk in the valley of tears or dark valley of pain and always asks God for all grace. When Jesus says to Paul: "My grace is enough for you, O Paul," also always applies to us.


SHORT FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

Every true disciple of Jesus must distinguish the Written Word, which goes from the first page of Genesis and ends to the last page of Revelation, according to our canon of Scripture and the will of Christ Jesus on every single one of his disciples. Without this double distinction, we would have no difference in life in the disciples of Jesus. We would all be wheat grains planted in his field to produce other grains.
It is instead the particular will of God, his singular charismas, his special vocation and mission which makes each disciple of Jesus a totally different person, different than others. Jesus asks those who serve him in their own way, that is without any particularity, diversity and singularity, to serve him from his will, from the gifts of the Holy Spirit, from obedience to his motion, in conformity with the mission received.
Each of us can serve Jesus from his heart, his will, his desires and his thoughts. It is thought that something is good and it is done. It is believed that something is right and it is done. Jesus is served, but in our own way. We are the ones to decide, establish, want, achieve and operate. Of course, what we do are not bad things. Nor are they against the Word of the Lord, against the Gospel. Instead, Jesus wants us to serve Him not from our will, but from his. He wants us to make of our life a perennial obedience to his will for salvation and redemption for the whole world. For this to be done, so that our service is service to his will, to his desires, our dwelling in his Word is necessary because the Holy Spirit can lead us only from the Word.
We live the Gospel in its every word. We ask the Spirit to lead us according to the heart of Christ today and for all our days. Uninterrupted prayer to the Holy Spirit must be our essence. Every day the temptation comes so that we serve Christ from our heart, from our will and from our aspirations. Every day we must ask the Holy Spirit for the strength to overcome temptation. Whoever wants to be an operator of salvation and redemption, must accomplish even his smallest acts of justice and charity in obedience to the Spirit of the Lord, the only one that knows the will of Christ Jesus. The Spirit of God leads us and moves us, we let ourselves be led and moved by Him, we can serve Jesus from his will. The work that produces redemption and salvation is only the service of obedience to him.
Many are those who want to serve Jesus from their hearts and thoughts. Since thoughts and hearts are often moved by a spirit of jealousy, envy, pride, foolishness and insipidity, the work of Jesus is thus destroyed. We cannot work for Jesus, we cannot cooperate in the work of his salvation and redemption, if not serving Jesus from his will, in obedience to his every command. If we are from him, we are for him. Every disciple of Jesus must have only this desire in his heart: being always from him in order to be for him. Never might we be for him, if we are not from him. We are from him if we are also in him. From him, in him and through him. This is the true program of Christian spirituality. Everything else is either a means of reaching the conquest of this spirituality or it is a fruit of it. True spirituality is serving Christ from Christ, in Christ and through Christ. Since the will of Christ is very particular for every single person, every single person has a very special service to be given to Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit must always teach us this service.
This must be the daily prayer of the disciple of Jesus: asking him to always send us his Holy Spirit to guide us and lead us to the highest obedience to his will, for the greatest good of the Church, from which springs forth all good for humanity. For this to happen, he will have to hand his life over to the Mother of God, so that she may the one to pray to Christ the Lord. When the Mother prays to the Son, the Son always responds with solicitude, care and love. welcoming her prayers. Our life must also be given to the Angels and Saints, so that they may the ones to guard it in the highest love of obedience to Christ through the work of the Spirit. If we are from the will of Christ we will also be for his will. May the Angel and Saints obtain us this grace.

